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RHETORIC ASSOCIATES IN NATURAL RESOURCES: INFLUENCES 
ON UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION AT UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY.
PART II: INFLUENCES ON STUDENT RECIPIENTS AND FACULTY
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ABSTRACT: Surveys of undergraduate students in the College of Natural Resources at Utah State University 
who were mentored by their fellow students in the Rhetoric Associates (RA) Program suggest improved writing 
and critical-thinking skills, students’ ability to take constructive criticism, and clarification of expectations of the 
course instructor. Surveys of faculty teaching courses to which RAs have been assigned indicate improved writ-
ing skills and greater focus on the content of written assignments, reduced demands on the instructor=s time, in-
creased satisfaction from working with talented undergraduate mentors, and benefits associated with RAs serv-
ing as mediators.
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